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is for Abstinence
fhcrr ere many Ihings you could

f*' i., without over the festive season.

ir!Ier5Satr rrlative5 camping (It" on the:
lounge rum floor, tunstant reminders
of rapidly Jisappearing shopping dys.

AI L5

Wines Wgtervalc Riesling 1A$.16) and
2068 Crawford River Young Vines
Riesling {AS35I. And a sprinkling of
sexy Gcrgieos from JI Prum.
4. { ur cist -t i:tL,tpr k luntcr setnillon - for
lvlicn the hit.kt .l the fish andehip ioint

the 1]anican hell of the office Christmas
party - but under no sensib]: circumstances
should wine. he one of them.

it is no coincidence: Lhat man's discovery

of fermentation followed quickly from his
decision to ta.u.e his nomadic wanderings
and.ray {rti1 In fanuly groups. How else could
you deal with ]iistary'ti first mother-inlawC

is for Beach House
A; this time of tear, the entire non-
albino popularioa packs up the statitm

wagon, digs out the Torero Tennis and heade
for the beach- And while our charmingly
quaint seaside towns have much to offer.
they're not known for their extnisave and
exciting liquiir-retailing options If Yo"
drinking ambitimts are higher than a flagon of

cream sherry front the local drive-through, it a

wise ire plan ahead- L his is hat. you'll need.

I. Champagne - obviously. What is a festiwc
SCasnn without flea? NV Pol Roger Brut
Reserve lAS86+NZS h;Hi; is a cnniistent

non-vintage option; 19" Krug Clas Meenil
IA$440,NZ5482I malac the stresses of the
past year inch away: and a ,elect inn of small-

grower bottling can deliver 'cry pleasant

surprises, such a' NV Paul Baea Grand Cru
Brut Reserve :.\_95i, NV Pierre Gimolulet
ler.Cru Biancs d o Blends (A5501 or NV ltutis-

]A$ .NL5y1.sonetFikPrestigeBrat
). Gin - summer sunsets surest the poLe-
ibillry of a benevolent higher power. rl great

gin and tunic 7nntirit15 it. Tea Tanqueray
lA$60iNZ. ol2) ikon the traditionalists and
Hcndriclr's i AS; S; or Millers [A$& ) for
those looking for it zanier twist-

3. A mixed Cast' Of young rieslings -
beCause a better wine for summer is
yet to he found. Here's what to pack:
2009 Larry Chcrubino The Yard
Acacia Vineyard Riesling 1A.53l1+

NZS451, 2064 Glos Clare Riesling
(AS,itl ), 2009 KT & The }al cu n Meiva

locating l,tS3fil, 2609 Sniallfry

Baroriea Riesling h.-IL l.Ll, $469 Atlas

forgets to acid lemon xvedges In ;,our order,

The '09s linen Brokcnwood. kirerea Park,

l ooies Rock and Pepper Tree are crackers,
white Andrew Thomas Off-dry 2005 Six

Degrees Vineyard Selection Hunirr
Vallcy Semillon (A522I is a new take.
5- rk case or two of a great Leech pilsencr -
becarne man can't live on VB alone, Trumer
is the perfect post-beach beer.
6, Aperol - because sumnters coolest drink
is the sprite- Mix a splash of proeecco tit
white wine in a glass with a splash of Apcrol,
top it up with soda, garnish with a slice of

orange and you're instantly in the Veneto,

is for Cellar
What is a cellar for if not fur raiding
when special occasions roll around?

-There s no better was to elevate a battle from

dusty relic to cherished memory than by
sharing it with those who gladden our hearts-
Or, even better, in the spirit of Christmas,
donate a great bottle to a friend's cellar.

Check the progress on your '04 Margaret
River cabernets. reset in the emerging beauty
of your'03 Hunter semillnita and lash out on
some nt the treasured '9 L red Burgundies.

And drink up those blockbuster '98 shiraz
that you went long on in all the excite-
uteitt They're not going anywhere.

is for Disaster
Disaster invariably features more
heavily than triumph Lit tales of

festive drinking. Who eye]- had one too
many at the nhilke Christmas party,
then hit on the solution to the coin.

pony's wcics and earned the hove
and respcci of the Crd?

And in the pandemonium of
a family gaihermg, ti's all into
alga to leave the sherry within
arm's reach of Aunty FJsie and
endt up spcrrding, a large chunk
of the afternoon listening to
ales of "molten I was a girl".

It's about now that the universe br,¢ontes

ruled by Murphy's law. net you can be sure
that the birth-year E3urgtrndy you saefully
deiantrd will and up in the gravy-me nsinvfc
you turn ytaur bark. Be prepared rt

i5 for Elegant
Sufficiency
deer the tCstiti,. sa'ason, all normal
standards car drinking and dining

decency hr.utme like the television in Keith
Meson's hotel room - they gel thrown Out the

window. BY encouraging ann'oite who has
already react this Far to exercise restraint and
m.deratiott.'ncc author outs himself as a
sulbscriher to the appalling hypocrite's well-
wor mantra; "Du ,o I say, not ae I do:

Because ht s busy drinking ]tie bodywetght in
NV Primu Joseph Sparkling Red lA$60),

is for Fortifieds
A traditional Christmas lunch isnt
about the fund. it's to get you i t the

ti en a of mind to urine EnrtiEieds, l don t care

if it's hotter than the surface of the sun
outside, if the calendar says December 25,
l'm drinking somcihing sweet, sticky and
dareLingly cmoplex-

WhEle true believers make pilgrimages to
sacred Sit". I'm popping off to Ruiherglen,
who needs gold, frankincense and myrrh
when the Lruly wise man has apera, Muscat

and topaque to serve with the pudding?
These will get you startesi NV Stanton
acid I{illccn Rutherglen Tolcay (A5l H;, NV

CampbeIlt isabella Rare Ruthergien
Tokay f Ab99l, h'4 Campbclls Rare Rather
glen Muscat A59s}i. NV Morris Liqueur
Muscat ? AS&21 and NV Seppeltsfield Rare
Rutherglen Tokay 1 A5591.

is for Gluttony
S n the lath o'ntury, the Vatican
ikok ccl this was one of the

Lever deadly sins. Thamas.Aquinas said

r were severs] wits this carnalthee
vice Could be perpetuated: consuming
too eagerly, consuming tun expeuLetvely,

consuTning tow much. Even anuap-
ating a great meal too keenly could
book you a oiie-way, tidal on the
afterlife's downward-bound lift.
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